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The Little Entente, an alliance between Czecho-
slovakia, Roumania and Yugoslavia, aimed frankly at
the maintenance of the Treaty of Trianon according
to which Hungary's frontiers had been drawn in 1919.
It was an alliance between the Slav and Daco-Roman
subject races of pre-war Hungary, and an alliance
between three new regimes which each introduced
agrarian reform; this in its turn was bound to result
in dispossessing the big landed class which had enjoyed
estates all over old Hungary and which still expected
to rule new Hungary. The leading partner in the
Little Entente was Czechoslovakia, a state in every
way repugnant to the majority of Magyars. They
had regarded the Czechs as their hereditary enemies
at least since 1848, and the Slovaks as their hereditary
serfs. The Czechoslovak Republic, a democracy
organized by professors, was almost a monstrosity to
them, an incredible state without an upper class,
provided quite superfluously for the former cab-
drivers, cobblers and tailors of Habsburg Vienna. It
was also widely agreed that the southern frontier of
Slovakia, comprising the Grosse Schtitt island in the
Danube, was unduly unfavourable to Hungary, though
there was next to no case for the Hungarian claim to
Bratislava where the Hungarian population was far
behind the Slovaks and even the Germans as well.
Since Czech officials were notoriously tactless and not
very easy to buy, the Hungarian public was fed upon
a diet of tales against the Czechs. From the time of
the Franco-Russian pact of May 1935, to which the
Czechs adhered, Czechoslovakia became the focus of
hostile German propaganda; from this moment
traditional indictments of Panslavism and new re-